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H.B. NO. 6502 AN ACT CONCERNING THE OPEN CHOICE PROGRAM

Good afternoon Representative Fleischmann, Senator Stillman, and members of the
Education Committee.

My name is Bruce Douglas, and | serve as the Executive Director of the Capitol Region
Education Council (CREC), which represents the 35 school districts in the Capitol
Region, the Hartford Area Superintendents’ Association (HASA) and the Connecticut
Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS).

| am testifying today in reference to House Bill 6502, An Act Concerning the Open
Choice Program.

We are here to support the Open Choice funding allocated in H.B. No. 6502. We
endorse the tiered funding formula based upon participation in the Open Choice
program:
- $3,000 per student for districts allocating less than 2% of their total enrollment to
Open Choice students;
- $4,000 per student for districts allocating less than 3%; and
- $6,000 per student for districts allocating 3% or more.

Furthermore, we support the $500,000 proposed funding for academic support services
grants to participating school districts. This funding is essential for closing the
achievement gap for Open Choice students who enter a suburban school district at the
middle and secondary levels.

With the $6,000 maximum funding level met, districts can commit to increasing their
seat allocations in order to achieve the Open Choice participation benchmarks agreed
upon by the State of Connecticut for the implementation of the Sheff Comprehensive
Management Plan.

In order to meet the 2013 Sheff goal of 2,400 Open Choice seats it is necessary for all
districts to increase the number of available seats to Open Choice students to greater
than three percent of their total school system enroliment. You will see an attached
document that details the anticipated future rates of participation in the Open Choice
program by Connecticut districts.

Implementing enroliment management plans that illustrate a three-year seat declaration
process could be a successful tool in providing school districts and the State




Department of Education with a planning and funding strategy to meet the prescribed
Sheff benchmarks agreed upon in the Comprehensive Management Plan. The plans
would be approved by Boards of Education and be delineated in school and district
improvement plans as a strategy for closing local achievement gaps.

Furthermore, we support the expansion of the Open Choice program to include
preschool-aged children. Students are more likely to remain in Open Choice placements
and experience academic and social success in inclusive settings if they are admitted at
the kindergarten level. Expanding the Open Choice program to preschool will ensure
continuity of an educational program for students who need access to early intervention
services and will reduce the need for academic and support services for students who
would otherwise enter the district later in their developmental career.

All of us who serve our state and communities believe in equal access to high quality
schooling for all of Connecticut’s children and are committed to a time when the
demand for access to integrated settings can be met in full. The development of
enrollment management plans will ensure that our state and communities have a clear
strategy for planning and decision making that will lead to a high quality, integrated
education for our children. Expanding the Open Choice program to preschool will
guarantee that our children have the earliest access to high quality educational
programs and thereby the greatest likelihood of sustained success.

I thank you for your enduring support and kind consideration.
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